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Remediation Report for Leeds
Silver Reclamation Site, (5M site)
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DIVISION OF WATER QUALITY
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November 14. 1994

Re:

This is in response to your letter of october 4, lgg4, regarding reclamation of the treds site. we wish toexpress our support for the cleanup effort. While our limited understanding of the site indicates it may only
be a threat locally to shallow ground water in the immediate area, it appears inlikely that it wou.ld conraminate
large amounts of ground water because of the geologic situation. It see.s p*dentis a minimum to complete
the proposed project.

However' we believe the site may be a threat to surface water resources in the area. The underlying Triassic
1ock1 

arc sparsely vegetated and their fine grained character promotes runoff. Runoff from the site is into
Quail Creek Reservoir and the virgin Riveiwhich are major downstream sources of irrigation and culinary
supplies before it joins with.the. Colorado. The report we received did not discuss the toxiciry of the tailings
and the ore stockpiles. we believe these need to be covered unless run off is determined to be neutral. Forthe latter reasons, we believe clean up of the site should closely follow the USBR plan, as much as pracricable.

Any proposed discharge from the site to wetlands or other surface waters should be reviewed by this officeprior to discharge. This would enable us to review such proposals for compliance with state water eualityStandards.

If you have questions, please call Mack croft or steve McNeal at g0l-53g-6146.
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